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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

One reference on the Information Disclosure Statement was not 
considered based on the reference existing in a non-relevant art. 



Claim Objections 

Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: The word 
"second" located in line 4 should be changed to "first". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1- 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Aldershof (U.S. 3.145,841) in view of Donovan (U.S. 3,620,553). 

In regards to Claim 1 , Aldershof discloses a system for selective collection 
of information comprising: a first complete information collection sheet la, 
including a first portion (Figure 4, Item 17') for collection of a first information and 
a second portion (Figure 4, Item 17') for collection of a second information 
(Column 4, Lines 23 - 36), said first portion (top portion of sheet la) including a 
first select information section (bottom portion of sheet la) (Figure 4, Item 17'); a 
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second complete infomnation collection sheet 1b underlying said first complete 
information collection sheet in overlapping position, wherein a top edge of said 
second complete information collection sheet is substantially aligned with a 
bottom edge of said first select information collection section of said first 
complete information collection sheet (Column 3, Lines 11-16; Figure 1 , refer to 
common rings 1 5 and dashed lines), said second complete information collection 
sheet including a third portion (top portion of sheet 1b) for collection of a third 
information and a fourth portion (bottom portion of sheet lb) for collection of a 
fourth information (Column 4, Lines 23 - 36) said third portion including a second 
select information section. 

With respect to select information sections examiner has designated areas 
of different indicia as presented by the reference. Furthennore, Aldershof 
discloses the above claimed subject matter except for the specific arrangement 
and/pr content of indicia (select information) set forth in the claim(s). It has been 
held that when the claimed printed matter is not functionally related to the 
substrate it will not distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms of 
patentability. In re Gulack, 21 7 USPQ 401 , (CAFC 1 983). The fact that the 
content of the printed matter placed on the substrate may render the device more 
convenient by providing an individual with a specific type of indicia does not alter 
the functional relationship. Mere support by the substrate for the printed matter is 
not the kind of functional relationship necessary for patentability. 

The examiner asserts that the overlapping sheets comprising information 
is the same structure claimed by applicant and the sole difference is in the 
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content of the printed material. Thus, there is no novel and unobvious functional 
relationship between the printed matter (select infomiation) and the substrate 
(overiapping sheets) which is required for patentability. 

Accordingly, there being no functional relationship of the printed material 

* 

to the substrate, as noted above, there is no reason to give patentable weight to 
the content of the printed matter which, by itself, is non-statutory subject matter. 

Aldershof does not disclose a reproduction enabling media underiying said 
first and second complete information collection sheets, said reproduction 
enabling media in direct communication with said first and second select 
information section; and a record data sheet underiying said enabling media, said 
record data sheet in communication with said reproduction enabling media. 

Donovan teaches of a reproduction media (not numbered) associated with 
a record sheet 662 underneath a secure document (Column 13, Lines 53 - 75; 
Column 14, Lines 1-10) where select infomiation is duplicated. Therefore it 
would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to use Donovan's reproduction media and record sheet 
in the select information locations of Aldershof s invention in order to allow for 
one to have select information in a permanent record (Column 13, Lines 64 - 
68). 

In regards to Claim 2, as applied to Claim 1 , Aldershof modified by 
Donovan further discloses said first la and second lb complete collection 
information sheets are individually removable with the first complete information 
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collection sheet removable prior to the second complete collection information 
sheet being removable (Column 4, Lines 23 - 36; Figures 1 , 4 of Aldershof). 

In regards to Claim 3. as applied to Claim 1 , Aldershof modified by 
Donovan further discloses the reproduction media and record sheet are 
detachably affixed to one another as well as to the documents from which the 
information is duplicated (Column 13, Lines 53 - 75; Column 14, Lines 1 - 10 of 
Donovan). 

In regards to Claim 4, as applied to Claim 1 , Aldershof modified by 
Donovan discloses the claimed invention except for the specific arrangement 
and/or content of indicia (instructions) set forth in the claim(s). It has been held 
that when the claimed printed matter is not functionally related to the substrate it 
will not distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms of patentability. In re 
Gulack, 217 USPQ 401, (CAFC 1983). The fact that the content of the printed 
matter placed on the substrate may render the device more convenient by 
providing an individual with instructive indicia does not alter the functional 
relationship. Mere support by the substrate for the printed matter is not the kind 
of functional relationship necessary for patentability. 

The examiner asserts that the overlapping sheets comprising information 
is the same structure claimed by applicant and the sole difference is in the 
content of the printed material. Thus, there is no novel and unobvious functional 
relationship between the printed matter (instructive indicia) and the substrate 
(overlapping sheets) which is required for patentability. 
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Accordingly, there being no functional relationship of the printed material 
to the substrate, as noted above, there is no reason to give patentable weight to 
the content of the printed matter which, by itself, is non-statutory subject matter. 

In regards to Claim 5, as applied to Claim 4 and further disclosed in Claim 
1 , Aldershof modified by Donovan further discloses that infomiation provided to 
said first select information section (Column 3, Lines 11-16 of Aldershof) is 
provided to said reproduction enabling media and information provided to said 
second portion is provided to said first complete information collection sheet. 

In regards to Claim 6, as applied to Claim 5 and further disclosed in Claim 
1 , Aldershof modified by Donovan further discloses information provided to said 
second select information section is provided to said reproduction enabling 
media and information provided to said fourth portion (Column 4, Lines 23 - 36 of 
Aldershof) is provided to said second complete information collection sheet. 

In regards to Claim 7, as applied to Claim 6 and further disclosed in Claim 
1 , Aldershof modified by Donovan further discloses said first complete 
information collection sheet is detached prior to providing the information to the 
second select information section (Column 4, Lines 35 - 50 of Aldershof). 

Furthermore, it has been held that a recitation with respect to the manner 
in which a claimed apparatus is intended to be employed does not differentiate 
the claimed apparatus from a prior art apparatus satisfying the claimed structural 
limitations. 

In regards to Claim 8, as applied to Claim 5, Aldershof modified by 
Donovan further discloses said first select information section infomiation is 



Application/Control Number: 10/708.498 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3722 

provided from said reproduction enabling media (not numbered) to said record 
data sheet 662 in real-time (Column 14, Lines 1-10 of Donovan). This is 
inherently taught since pressure sensitive reproduction media can be used on 
form 662 or and additional carbon sheet. 

In regards to Claim 9, as applied to Claim 8, Aldershof modified by 
Donovan further discloses said first select information section information is 
provided to said reproduction enabling media (not numbered) in real-time 
(Column 14, Lines 1-10; Donovan) This is inherently taught since pressure 
sensitive reproduction media can be used on form 662 or and additional carbon 
sheet. 

In regards to Claim 10, as applied to Claim 8, Aldershof modified by 
Donovan discloses the claimed invention matter except for the specific 
arrangement and/or content of indicia (identifier) set forth in the claim(s). It has 
been held that when the claimed printed matter is not functionally related to the 
substrate it will not distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms of 
patentability. In re GulacK 217 USPQ 401 . (CAFC 1983). The fact that the 
content of the printed matter placed on the substrate may render the device more 
convenient by providing an individual with a specific type of identifier does not 
alter the functional relationship. Mere support by the substrate for the printed 
matter is not the kind of functional relationship necessary for patentability. 

The examiner asserts that the overlapping sheets with reproduction media 
comprising information is the same structure claimed by applicant and the sole 
difference is in the content of the printed material. Thus, there is no novel and 
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unobvious functional relationship between the printed matter (identifier) and the 
substrate (overlapping sheets and reproduction media) which is required for 
patentability. 

Accordingly, there being no functional relationship of the printed material 
to the substrate, as noted above, there is no reason to give patentable weight to 
the content of the printed matter which, by itself, is non-statutory subject matter. 

In regards to Claim 1 1 , as applied to Claim 7, Aldershof modified by 
Donovan further discloses the second select information section information is 
provided from said reproduction enabling media to said record data sheet in real- 
time (Column 14, Lines 1-10; Donovan). This is inherently taught since pressure 
sensitive reproduction media can be used on form 662 or and additional carbon 
sheet. 

In regards to Claim 12, as applied to Claim 11, Aldershof modified by 
Donovan discloses the claimed invention matter except for the specific 
arrangement and/or content of indicia (identifier) set forth in the claim(s). It has 
been held that when the claimed printed matter is not functionally related to the 
substrate it will not distinguish the invention from the prior art in terms of 
patentability. In re GulacK 217 USPQ 401, (CAFC 1983). The fact that the 
content of the printed matter placed on the substrate may render the device more 
convenient by providing an individual with a specific type of identifier does not 
alter the functional relationship. Mere support by the substrate for the printed 
matter is not the kind of functional relationship necessary for patentability. 



Application/Control Number: 10/708.498 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3722 

The examiner asserts that the overlapping sheets with reproduction media 
comprising information is the same structure claimed by applicant and the sole 
difference is in the content of the printed material. Thus, there is no novel and 
unobvious functional relationship between the printed matter (identifier) and the 
substrate (overlapping sheets and reproduction media) which is required for 
patentability. 

Accordingly, there being no functional relationship of the printed material 
to the substrate, as noted above, there is no reason to give patentable weight to 
the content of the printed matter which, by itself, is non-statutory subject matter. 

In regards to Claim 13, Aldershof discloses a system for selective 
collection of information comprising: a plurality of complete information collection 
sheets stacked in overlapping manner (Column 3, Lines 11-16; Figure 1, refer 
to common rings 15 and dashed lines), wherein each one of said plurality of 
complete information sheets includes a first portion (bottom portion of sheet la) 
for collection of select information and a second portion (top portion of sheet 1 a) 
for collection of nonselective information (Column 4, Lines 23 - 36; Figure 4). 
Further disclosed is said plurality of complete information collection sheets 
positioned such that a top edge of each underlying one of said plurality of 
complete information collection sheets is substantially aligned with the bottom 
edge of the first portion of the next preceding overlying one of said plurality of 
complete information collection sheets, said plurality of complete collection 
sheets (Column 3, Lines 11-16; Figure 1, refer to common rings 15 and dashed 
lines). 
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Aldershof does not disclose a reproduction enabling media underlying said 
plurality of complete information collection sheets, said reproduction enabling 
media in contact with said first portion of each one of said plurality of complete 
information collection sheets; and a record data sheet underlying said 
reproduction enabling media. Also not disclosed is the reproduction enabling 
media and record data sheets being immovably positioned one to the other. 

Donovan teaches of a reproduction media (not numbered) associated with 
a record sheet 662 underneath a secure document (Column 13, Lines 53 - 75; 
Column 14, Lines 1-10). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use 
Donovan's reproduction media and record sheet in the desired location 
Aldershof s invention in order to allow for one to have secure infomiation in a 
permanent record (Column 13, Lines 64 - 68). Donovan also teaches that the 
reproduction enabling media and record data sheets being immovably positioned 
one to the other (Column 14, Lines 1 - 5). Therefore it would have been obvious 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
use Donovan's reproduction media and record sheet in the select information 
locations of Aldershof s invention in order to allow for one to have select 
information in a permanent record with minimal amount of extra material (Column 
13, Lines 64 ^68). 

In regards to Claim 14, as applied to Claim 13, Aldershof modified by 
Donovan further discloses that each one of the plurality of complete information 
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collection sheets is individually detachable from the remaining sheets (Column 4, 
Lines 23 - 36; Figures 1 , 4; Aldershof). 

In regards to Claim 15, as applied to Claim 14, Aldershof modified by 
Donovan further discloses information provided to said first portion is provided to 
said reproduction enabling media (Column 13, Lines 53 - 75; Column 14. Lines 1 
- 10; Donovan). 

Furthermore, Aldershof modified by Donovan discloses the claimed 
invention except for the specific arrangement and/or content of indicia 
(instructions) set forth in the claim(s). It has been held that when the claimed 
printed matter is not functionally related to the substrate it will not distinguish the 
invention from the prior art in terms of patentability. In re Gulack, 217 USPQ 401 , 
(CAFC 1983). The fact that the content of the printed matter placed on the 
substrate may render the device more convenient by providing an individual with 
instructive indicia does not alter the functional relationship. Mere support by the 
substrate for the printed matter is not the kind of functional relationship 
necessary for patentability. 

The examiner asserts that the overlapping sheets comprising information 
is the same structure claimed by applicant and the sole difference is in the 
content of the printed material. Thus, there is no novel and unobvious functional 
relationship between the printed matter (instructive indicia) and the substrate 
(overlapping sheets) which is required for patentability. 
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Accordingly, there being no functional relationship of the printed material 
to the substrate, as noted above, there is no reason to give patentable weight to 
the content of the printed matter which, by itself, is non-statutory subject matter. 

In regards to Claim 16, as applied to Claim 15, Aldershof modified by 
Donovan further discloses said first portion includes instructions for providing 
information to said first portion, said information provided to said first portion is 
provided to said reproduction enabling media (Column 13, Lines 53 - 75; Column 
14, Lines 1-10; Donovan). 

In regards to Claim 17, Aldershof discloses a method for select collection 
of information, comprising: using one of a plurality of complete information sheets 
(la - Id) to provide information (Figure 4), the plurality of complete information 
collection sheets being arranged in overlapping manner such that topmost sheet 
is obscuring a first portion of the next successive underlying sheet (Column 4, 
Lines 23 - 36). Further disclosed is that removing a topmost one of the plurality 
of complete collection sheets to provide information to the next successive 

* 

underlying sheet is required (Column 4, Lines 23 - 36; Figure 4). 

Aldershof does not disclose the plurality of sheets further arranged such 
that a portion of each sheet is in contact with a reproduction enabling media for 
reproducing the information provided to the portion of each sheet in contact with 
the media. Also not disclosed reproducing, on a record data sheet in real-time, 
information provided to the portion of each plurality of complete information 
collection sheets. 



Application/Control Number: 10/708.498 Page 
Art Unit: 3722 

Donovan discloses a plurality of sheets such that a portion of each sheet 
is in contact with a reproduction enabling media (not numbered) for reproducing 
the information provided to the portion of each sheet in contact with the media 
and reproducing, on a record data sheet 662 in real-time, information provided to 
the portion of each plurality of complete information collection sheets (Column 
13, Lines 53 - 75; Column 14, Lines 1 - 10). Therefore it would have been 
obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use Donovan's reproduction media and record sheet in the information 
locations of Aldershof s invention in order to allow for one to have the input 
information in a permanent record (Column 13, Lines 64 - 68). 

With this modification, the first sheet is filled out and has the information 
reproduced and then the user goes to the second sheet as disclosed in Aldershof 
and the process is repeated as disclosed by applicant. 

In regards to Claim 18, Aldershof discloses a method for select collection 
of information, comprising: arranging a plurality of sheets in an overlapping 
manner such that the topmost sheet is obscuring a first portion of the next 
successive underlying sheet of the plurality of sheets Column 4, Lines 23 - 36). 

Aldershof does not disclose arranging the plurality of sheets such that a 
portion of each sheet is in contact with a reproduction enabling media for 
reproducing the information provided to the portion of each sheet in contact with 
the media; and enabling the reproduction, in real-time on a record data sheet, 
information provided to the portion of each plurality of complete information 
collection sheets. 
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Donovan discloses a plurality of sheets such that a portion of each sheet 
is in contact with a reproduction enabling media (not numbered) for reproducing 
the information provided to the portion of each sheet in contact with the media 
and enabling the reproduction, in real-time on a record data sheet 662, 
information provided to the portion of each plurality of complete information 
collection sheets (Column 13, Lines 53 - 75; Column 14, Lines 1-10). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to use Donovan's reproduction media and 
record sheet in the information locations of Aldershof s invention in order to allow 
for one to have the input information in a permanent record (Column 13, Lines 64 
-68). 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Pradeep C. Battula whose telephone number 
is 571-272-2142. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 
7:00AM - 3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Monica S. Carter can be reached on 571-272-4475. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



PCB 

Patent Examiner 
September 19, 2006 




